San Bernardino Valley College

Spring 2008

Course Title:             Children with Special Needs – CD 244

Instructor:                 Virginia Barron, M.S.

Telephone No.:

E-Mail:

Class Hours:              Saturdays – 9:00 a.m. to 11:50 a.m.

Course Description:  This course is designed to introduce characteristics of children with special needs.  The course will provide a means of identification of a  sensitivity to the needs and feelings of children with special needs and their families.  Legal requirements of educating the child with disabilities or other special needs will be identified.

Required Text:    “The Exceptional Child, Inclusion in Early Childhood Education”, by K.Eileen Allen and Glynnis E. Cowdery, 5th edition.

Course Objectives:

Upon successful completion of the course the student should be able to:

· Identify federally defined disabilities and teaching strategies for specific special needs.

· Distinguish and categorize the physical, social, emotional and intellectual characteristics of children with special needs.

· Compare and contrast alternative educational programs and instructional settings for individuals with special needs with respect to the least restrictive environment and inclusion.

· Observe and evaluate a teacher’s methods of teaching and her/his ability to work for the benefit of all students in an inclusive classroom.

· Compare and contrast the agencies that provide services for children with special needs and their families.

· Examine and evaluate current laws which protect children with special needs including the Americans with Disabilities Act and Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.

· Analyze articles related to children with special needs.

· Compare an Individual Education Plan form with an Individual Family Service Plan form and examine how teachers use them in classrooms.

· Create and assess a communication plan for working with parents of children with special needs.

· Prepare, implement and assess methods of including children with disabilities into early childhood programs.

Attendance:

All students are expected to attend classes regularly.  In the event an absence is unavoidable, students are responsible for notifying the instructor.  Failure to attend class meeting(s) during the first week of class may result in the student being dropped from the class.  After the first week of 
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class, a student may be dropped if the student fails to attend regularly without an excused absence; the student has more than three absences; or the student attends so irregularly that it is unlikely the student will be successful in class.

Participation:

Each student is expected to participate in all class assignments.  Participation also includes arriving on time and staying the entire class session.  It is important to communicate with the instructor regarding problems, questions, assignments, attendance and tardiness.

ADA Accommodations:

If you require a disability-related accommodation please let the instructor know as soon as possible so that you can be assisted in a timely manner.  You should also contact Disabled Student Programs and Services (DSPS) directly to make your request.  You will be required to provide DSPS with professional verification of your disabling condition(s).  DSPS is located in ADSS105.  The phone number is (909) 384-4443.

Classroom Behavior:
Please be considerate to the instructor and fellow students by not talking during class roll, lectures, group presentations and during times of questions and answers.  All cell phone and pagers must be turned off or on vibrate.  Text messaging will not be allowed during class time.
Assignments:
All assignments need to be submitted on the due date.  There will be a 10% deduction of a one-week late assignment, 20% deduction for two weeks late and so on.  Late assignments will not be accepted after the week of  May 10, 2008.  

All assignments must be typed, double spaced with size 12 font.  If you have any concerns or questions regarding the format of the assignments please feel free to contact me.  Please proof read papers for spelling and grammar before turning them in.

REQUIRED ASSIGNMENTS:
Special Needs Observation and Presentation (100 points):

Students will be required to observe a program for children with special needs.  The student will need to meet with the director, owner or program representative and ask questions about the type of services that are provided to children with special needs.  Students will also be required to observe the teacher during classroom instruction.  Format and instructions included in syllabus. 
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Community Agency Report and Presentation: ( 50 Points )

Students will research their community for agencies that provide services to young children with special needs and their families.  A format for reporting this information will be provided.

In Class Group Activities ( 5 @ 10 points each – Total 50 points)

Students will work in collaborative groups concerning different issues during class time.  The group process will lead to brief, in-class discussions and written responses that will be turned in and recorded.  In order to receive full credit for the group processes the students must take part in all class group process activities. There will be 5 group process activities and each will be worth 10 points, a total of 50 points.  The student’s presence and participation is necessary, therefore there is no make up for these group process activities.

Group Project ( 35 points )

Students will work in a group to research a disability in depth and provide a plan of action of strategies that teachers/caregivers can use to provide services to a child with special needs.  Format and guidelines will be provided.
Resource Notebook: ( 50 points )

Students will be required to keep a notebook of all handouts, reports, presentations and group activities.  Guidelines will be provided.

Philosophy/Vision Statement ( 25 Points )
Students will develop a philosophy or vision statement on how to provide services to young children with special needs.
Quizzes:  4 @ 10 points each
 ( 40 points )
Final:   ( 50 points )

Total Possible Points:     400 points

Grading Policy:

400 – 360:     A

359 -  319:     B

318 -  278      C

277 -  237      D

236 -    0        F
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Special Needs Observation and Presentation

Students will need to choose one of the following types of programs to research, interview and observe.

· State, county or local funded program for children/families with special needs.

· Corporate/Employer Sponsored Child Care

· Laboratory School

· Church or Temple Sponsored Child Care

· Private/Owner Operated Child Care or special needs program

· Chain/Franchise Operated Child Care programs

· Licensed Family Child Care home

· Community program for children/families with special needs

In observing and interviewing the program you have chosen, remember to allow enough time to be able to provide the following information in your report:
· Research about the program type, curriculum or teaching method

· History of program

· Philosophy of program

· Purpose of program

· Goals for the children

· Goals for family/care providers

· Funding of program

· Who owns or runs the center or home

· What is the curriculum based upon?

· How is the program funded?  Parent fees, subsidies, state or federal funds?

· Qualification of teachers and aides, including education and experience

· Parent participation policies

· Ratios of teachers to children

· Environment, indoors and outdoors

· Resources for children (manipulatives, age appropriate activities, etc)

· Supervision and staff support

· Fees (how much, by age child?); sliding scale, subsidized or parent fees?

· Regulated by Title 22 and/or Title 5

· Records kept on children – developmental assessments?

· Does the program collaborate with other service providers?

· Organizational hierarch – program management

Reflection

· Did the program follow the philosophy of the program type?

· Did the children seem to benefit from the experience?

· Would you feel good about placing your child in this program
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Written Report:
Your report should be 3 – 4 pages typed written and doubled spaced with a 12 font.  The format of the report should be in essay form.  Students should include at least one paragraph reflecting their experience with the program observation.

Presentation:

Students should be prepared to present their information during class time.  You may bring visual aids, brochures or handbooks from the program you observed.

50 points for written report

50 points for oral presentation (students not present for oral presentation will not receive any points)

100 points total
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Community Agency Report

Name of Agency______________________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________

Phone Number_____________________Contact Person_____________________________

Hours of Operation___________________________________________________________

Fees________________________________________________________________________

Type of Facility_______________________________________________________________

Name of Director______________________________________________________________

Description of services provided_________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
Qualifications needed for services provided_________________________________________

Staffing_______________________________________________________________________

Staff qualifications_____________________________________________________________

Agency Philosophy_____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Other pertinent information:
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Group Project
Students will be working in a group of 4 to 6 people.  Each group will be assigned a child with special needs and will be responsible for researching the child’s disability in depth.  The group will also provide a Plan of Action of strategies that teachers/caregivers can use to provide services to the child.  The group will be provided a Plan of Action form.  The group will also be required to give a short presentation on the disability and the Plan of Action.

Information that should be included in the Group Project Paper:

Definition of disability

Characteristics

Educational Implications

Treatment options

Tips/strategies for parents

Tips/strategies for teachers/caregivers

The paper should be written in an essay format and should be 2 -3 pages in length. A reference list of sources used should also be included with the paper.  Brochures, pamphlets or flyers can also be included in the paper and presentation.

Resource Notebook
Students will be required to keep a notebook of all handouts, reports and presentations and group activities.  Points will be given for organization, neatness and content.
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Children With Special Needs – CD 244
	Date
	Topic
	Chapter
	Assignment
	Test

	January 19
	Intro/Brain Development
	Handouts
	Read Chapter 4
	

	January 26
	Typical Development
	Chapter 4
	Read Chapters 1 & 2
	Brain Dev. Quiz

	February 2
	Inclusive Approach & Fed. Legislation
	Chapters 1 & 2
	Read Chapters 3 & 5
	

	February 9
	Inclusive Programs & Dev. Disabilities
	Chapters 3 & 5
	Read Chapter 6 & 10
	Typical Dev. 

Quiz

	February 16
	Sensory Impairments
	Chapter 6  and 10-  Group Project
	Read Chapter 7
	

	February 23
	Physical Disabilities
	Chapter 7
	Read Chapter 8
	

	March 1
	Learning/Behavior
	Chapter 8
	Read Chapters 12 & 15
	Quiz Chapters 6, 7, & 8 

	March 8
	Behavioral/Social
	Chapters 12 & 15
	Read Chapters 11 & 13


	

	March 15
	Break
	
	
	

	March 22
	Effective Teachers & Learning Environ.
	Chapters 11 & 13
	Read Chapter 9
	Community Agency Pres.

	March 29
	Families
	Chapter 9
	Read Chapter 16
	

	April 5
	Speech
	Chapter 16
	
	Quiz Chapters 8, 12 & 15

	April 12
	Group Project –

Vision Statement
	Hand Out
	Chapter 17
	Group Project/Vision Due

	April 19
	Cognitive Learning
	Chapter 17
	Read Chapter 18
	

	April 26
	Challenging Behaviors
	Chapter 18
	
	

	May 3
	Observation 

Presentations
	
	Read Chapter 19
	Observation Report & Pres. Due

	May 10
	Observation Presentation & Chapter 19
	Chapter 19
	
	Resource Note Book Due

	May 17
	Final
	
	
	


