SpecialQuest Goes to College
Discussion Summary:  April 14-21, 2008
This summary lists the specific strategies or materials used by the discussion participants in their college coursework.

SpecialQuest Approach:

· Relationship-based Learning:  On the first day of class, students jointly develop a “Climate of Care” – a list of behaviors for how the members of the class work together – to engender a sense of mutual respect, personal responsibility, and collaborative participation [see Facilitator’s Guide, pp. 22-23, “Ground Rules: Creating a Safe Learning Environment]*

· Continuous Improvement: 

· Ideas to Consider - 

· Students record ideas they want to incorporate into their practice. The students share and discuss the ideas at the end of each class.

· In a practicum course, students develop personal goals from their Ideas to Consider.

· Feedback – Each class ends with feedback that identifies, from the student perspective, what helped them learn that day and suggestions that would help them learn better in the future [see Facilitator’s Guide, pp. 29-30, “Continuous Improvement Feedback”].

· Reflection – 

· I used the [transition] DVD and handouts.  The class really enjoyed watching the DVD and doing the small group reflections.  We also shared in a large group.

· Each week I have planned for students to "check in" with the instructors.  This private communication between individual students and instructors not only will help build personal relationships much, but it will also serve as a method of eliciting continuous improvement input [see Cause to Pause and Proud Moments in College Online Courses available in the SpecialQuest Resource Bank at www.specialquest.org].

· Team-based Learning:  

· Students work in teams that represent multiple voices: families, administrators, early intervention, and staff from child care/Head Start/state preschool [see Facilitator’s Guide, p. 12, “Participants”].

· Teams work together to identify resources in their community [Collaboration and Teaming volume, Session 3] and develop an action plan to provide inclusive services for a young child who has a disability [see Facilitator’s Guide, p. 28, “Action Plans”].

· Clear Expectations: Developing Student Outcomes/Objectives - Although it isn't the intended purpose of SpecalQuest I think the training model is a great example of how to develop instructional curriculum based on participant (student) outcomes. Of course, outcomes are measured differently in SpecialQuest than in college courses, but the process of determining (writing) the outcomes and developing activities (assignments) to achieve those outcomes is very similar. In fact, I know of one community college instructor who is associated with the SpecialQuest family who told me that learning how to develop outcomes and course curriculum was one of the most valuable things she learned from working us.

SpecialQuest Materials:

· Internet

· Web-based materials are used as student resources for face-to-face courses.

· Online courses incorporate videos and handouts available from the web-based SpecialQuest Multimedia Training Library:

· I made links out to the videos. I decided to ask the students to use the video search feature in the library since the videos are separated out from the sessions (as well as available with the sessions).

·  I selected specific handouts from the sessions and posted them in the online course software.  I wanted the students to know about all of the resources available in the library, but I didn't want them to have to dig for the handouts since I selected only certain ones from a variety of sessions.  It was great, though, because they are in pdf so I didn't have to convert them at all. 

· I like being able to use the electronic format to adapt materials from the SpecialQuest Multimedia Training Library...like the community mapping activity [see Community Mapping Using Google Maps below].

· Online Course Syllabus - I started from the course objectives then identified the experiences I wanted the students to have in order to achieve those objectives. I aligned the course objectives, the INTASC standards required by the university, and the course content.  That led me to the selection of the textbook and other course materials.  (I intentionally set out to find online resources or resources that were in electronic format already.)  I pulled in recommended practices from both NAEYC and DEC so that students would have the current thinking from our professional organizations and I drew upon some of the recent research so the students could connect research to practice.  I must say, the course was ideal for drawing upon the SpecialQuest materials!  The focus was on collaboration and teaming with families and systems.  And while it was not specifically focused on families of children with disabilities, the course objectives lent themselves to building the course on the good things we do with young children with disabilities and their families and extend those things to working with all young children and their families.

· Materials

· DVDs with Guided Viewing questions

· Christopher’s Story – shows “what inclusion could look like” [Including Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities volume, Session 6]

· Community Mapping Using Google Maps - One of the ways I adapted the SpecialQuest materials was to create a Google map to which each of the students could add resources for a community mapping activity.  I used the Francisco and the Diego Family video as the basis of what resources the students would need to look for...so things like interpretation services, migrant supports, etc. [Building Relationships with Families volume, Session 3, Handout 4].

Resources:

· Syllabus:  Children with Special Needs – available at www.specialquest.org in the Resource Bank.

· Family Faculty Training Manual: Using Family Stories to Teach Family-Centered Care – available at www.beachcenter.org in the Family Support Community of Practice under Resources and Links (search by “family faculty”

