Moorpark College

Fall 2008
CD M33

Programs-Special Needs 

Course Requirements
Instructor: Mary Ann Walker, MA

Instructor Contact Information: 805/760-5209 (cell phone); mwalker@vcccd.edu 
Dean:  Tim McGrath
Dept.Chair:  Cynthia Barnett-Shelby, Room HSS 217, EXT. 1445 

Course Meeting Time:  Tuesdays, noon to 3:50pm

                                         September 16 to December 9, 2008 
Required Textbooks: 
· “Building Blocks for Teaching Preschoolers with Special Needs”, by Susan R. Sandall and Ilene S. Schwartz

· “The Exceptional Child: Inclusion in Early Childhood Education”, by K. Eileen Allen and Glynnis E. Cowdery 5th or 6th Edition
Course Objectives:

· Become knowledgeable of the legislative mandates regarding entitlement and protections for children with disabilities.

· Acquire knowledge of local, state, and national resources for children with disabilities and their families.

· Become knowledgeable of strategies that support teaming, collaborating and/or partnering with families of children with disabilities and other professionals.

· Become familiar with following processes-screening, pre-referral, referral, assessment, IFSP, and IEP. 

· Demonstrate ability to plan and provide developmentally appropriate activities that support the inclusion of children with special needs, including the child who is gifted.

· Examine current issues and concerns in caring for children with special needs in Early Childhood Settings.  

Required Class Activities:

· Class Attendance

· Participation in Class Discussions and Small Group Activities
· Assigned textbook readings and other assignments (see attached Syllabus)

· 2 written/oral reports

Final Course Grade is based on the Following Point System: 

I do not grade on a class curve, so 90 to 100 is an A, 80-89 is a B, 70-79 is a C, and 60-69 is a D.  Below 59 is an F.   
· Attendance and Class Participation--------------------------- 26 points
· Internet Web Resource Report-------------------------------- 10  points
· ECERS Report--------------------------------------------------- 24 points
· Mid-term Exam-------------------------------------------------- 20 points

· Final Exam--------------------------------------------------------20 points

Moorpark College

Fall 2008
CD M33 

Programs-Special Needs 

Course Requirements
Instructor:  Mary Ann Walker, MA

Instructor Contact Information: The best way to get in touch with me is via e-mail mwalker@vcccd.edu.  I monitor my e-mail 2 to 3 times a day and you can expect a response within 24 hours or less.   If you have an urgent matter and must get in touch with me ASAP, in addition to sending me an e-mail, you may also leave voice mail messages for me on my cell phone—805/760-5209.
· Attendance and Class Participation go together.   There are 13 class sessions.   Because it is a late start class, each class session is nearly 4 hours.  I circulate a sign-in sheet at the start of each class session.  It is the student’s responsibility to make sure to sign in.  Participation may consist of comments, questions, and/or active, engaged listening.  
· Homework Assignments.  

1. Readings from the textbooks will be assigned.  Please check the attached syllabus for reading assignment due dates.    Homework assignments are always due at the start of the class session.   
2. You are to select a disabilities related internet web site from the attached list of web sites.  You are to write a report regarding the information you found on your selected web site.  You are to sign up for a date to present your report.  Your written report is also due on the date of your oral presentation.  The last day to make your Web Resource presentation and turn in your written report is October 28.  VIP! Web Resource presentations and written reports turned in after October 28 will result in loss of 2 points.  See the attached for more specific information regarding how to complete the Internet Web Resource report.     

3. You also are to make a written and oral report based on specific inclusive practice and/or disability related indicators of the Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale (ECERS).  See the attached for more specific information regarding how to complete this report.  The last day to make the ECERS report presentation and turn in the written report is Dec. 2.  VIP! ECERS presentations and reports received after Dec. 2 will result in loss of 4 points.    There is a sign-up calendar for making your oral presentation and turning in your written ECERS report.    
VIP Notice for all students

Students with disabilities, whether physical, learning, or psychological, or any student who believes that they may need accommodations in this class, are encouraged to contact ACCESS as soon as possible to arrange for accommodations.  The phone number for ACCESS is (805) 378-1461 and their office is located in the building just to the right of the Campus Center.  Drop-in hours are available.  

If an unexpected life event arises for you that will jeopardize your completion of the course requirements, please contact me to discuss. 
CD M33

Programs--Special Needs
Syllabus-Fall 2008
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment Due
	Homework Assignment Due

	Sept. 16
	Session 1:  Intro to Course; Personal and Professional Perspectives regarding disability
SQ Marvin and Jack videotape-starting with the end in mind
	
	

	Sept. 23
	Session 2:  Historical Perspective and Timeline regarding Laws, Services and Inclusive Practices  for Children with Disabilities  
	Chapters 1 and 2, The Exceptional Child
	Web Resource Presentations and Reports

	Sept. 30
	Census Date
	
	

	Sept. 30
	Session 3:  Evolving Trends in ECE
ACCESS presentation
	Chapters 3 and 11, The Exceptional Child
Chapter 3, Building Blocks
	Web Resource Presentations and Reports

	Oct.  7
	Last Date to Drop Without a “W”
	
	

	Oct. 7 
	Session 4:  Field Trip to Rainbow  Connections (Simi Valley) 
	
	

	Oct. 14
	Session 5:  Building Relationships and Partnering with Families
	Chapter 9, The Exceptional Child
	Web Resource Presentations and Reports

	Oct. 21
	Session 6:  Mid-term Exam
When Concerns Arise   
	Chapter 4, The Exceptional Child
	Web Resource Presentations and Reports

	Oct. 28
	Session 7:  Assessment to Written Plans- IFSP/IEP/504
	Chapter 10, the Exceptional Child
	Web Resource Presentations and Reports

	Nov. 4
	Election Day-Remember to Vote!
	
	

	Nov. 4
	Session 8:  Strategies that Support Inclusive Practices 
	Chapter 13, The Exceptional Child
Chapters 1,2, and 4, Building Blocks 
	ECERS Observation Reports and Presentations


CD M33

Programs-Special Needs
Syllabus-Fall 2008
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment Due
	Homework Assignment Due

	Nov. 11
	Session 9:  Strategies that Support Inclusive Practices (continued)
	Chapters 5, 6, and 7, Building Blocks 
	ECERS Observation Reports and Presentations

	Nov. 18 
	Last Day to Drop Class with a “W”
	
	

	Nov. 18
	Session 10:  Strategies that Support Inclusive Practices (continued)
	Chapters 8, 9, 10, and 11, Building Blocks
	ECERS Observation Reports and Presentations

	Nov. 25
	Session 11:  Strategies that  Support Inclusive Practices (continued) 
	Chapters 14 and 15, The Exceptional Child
	ECERS Observation Reports and Presentations

	Dec. 2
	Special Considerations: Language Differences; Over-representation of Afro-American Students in Special Ed; and Giftedness
	
	ECERS Observation Reports and Presentations

	Dec. 9 
	Final Exam
	
	


Students enrolled in this course are encouraged to use the Learning Center, The Math Center, and The Writing Center services to support their efforts in this class.  The Learning Center, Math Center, and Writing Center, located in Library 322, will provide tutorial services and supplemental instruction based on course goals.  You may find The Writing Center especially helpful in providing guidance for your written reports.  When using these services, students need to state my name, as your instructor, for tracking and reporting purposes.  Students will also need to provide their student ID numbers when receiving tutorial services.  For further information call the Learning Center (805)378-1556 or the “Writing Center (805A) 378-1400x1696.

